J4&                                             CHANDAB

This work in Wurdah had already been completed by
Sir Charles Bernard, but I had the good fortune of having
this most interesting duty left to me to undertake and
carry through in Chandah, lo the old Nagpore Province
the rule had, been that all lands were the property of the
Maharajah or ruler. Every man who held land was but
a tenant, and had to pay towards the revenue. But the
State did not trouble itself to deal with the individual
cultivator. The native Revenue Department took a
'* village/* or estate, as above described* and, making a
rough estimate, decided that It should pay annually a sum
of, say, 1000 rupees into the Government treasury. The
collecting of this sum was entrusted to a farmer called a
Malgoosar, with whom a contract was made for a term of
years, generally thirty. The village and the villagers were
then handed over to the man chosen as farmer, and so
long as he paid in the fixed sum regularly, the Native
Government did not ask many questions, and this Malgoozaf
might screw as much as he could out of the cultivators
and pocket the difference between his collection and the'
Government demand. In the rich estates with good culti-
vation near Nagpore, affairs were fairly well managed: the
farmer often lived on the spot, looked after the people,
helped them in bad years* and was not so bad a master.
But as one got farther away from headquarters, and found
oneself in Chandah? in an out-of-the-way, hilly, and jungly
district lying to the south, on the Wyngungah and Godavery
rivers, the condition of the cultivator was not so satisfac-
tory. The Malgoozars there were all absentees, and, never
going near their villages, left their agents to screw from
the people the largest amount possible. The out-of-the-way
Chandah villages had all fallen into the hands of Court-
favourites, the brothers of dancing - girls, pimps, and
scoundrels of many sorts, to whom the Malgoozarship was
a valuable asset. The term of years under which these,
gentry held was just coming to an end, and our Govern-',
meat had determined to make a complete change in the-